
Location:
On the edge of forest of	
Mt Aspiring National Park, 
overlooking the broad river flats 
of the East Matukituki River

Contact:
Sally Davies	
Dunstan High School PA

Phone: (03) 448 8595

Email: office@dunstan.school.nz

Web site:
www.dunstan.school.nz	
www.mtaspiring.school.nz

Mt Aspiring Outdoor Education Centre 
is the “old homestead” for Mt Aspiring 
Station and served as a historic high 
country station for three generations 
of pioneer farming families. Gifted 
as an outdoor education facility in 
1969 it has slowly been converted 
into an outdoor education centre, 
while retaining its pioneering spirit 
and historic charm.

Its location in the quiet East 
Matukituki Valley, near Wanaka, 
make it one of the true wilderness 
retreats available to groups in the 
spectacular setting of New Zealand’s 
majestic Southern Alps.

Facilities
Accommodation for up to 40 people 
in bunkroom-style sleeping rooms. 
A large kitchen, complete with 
all gas rings and coal fired range 
provides cooking facilities. The 
front room offers a large common 
room for dining and classroom 
requirements.

Eight separate bunkrooms •	
(three seven beds each) 
accommodating up to 40 
people 

Full kit•	 chen and food 
preparation facilities

Four showers with hot water •	

Flush toilets•	

Drying room•	
Relaxing enclosed courtyard •	
setting

Activities
Activities are easily available from 
the lodge. These include:

Day w•	 alks and tramping along 
well formed tracks to suit a 
range of abilities and fitness 
levels

Low challenge ropes course •	
experiences 

Team-building and initiative •	
activities

A range of outdoor pursuits •	
including kayaking and rock 
climbing

Environmental and eco-•	
activities

Overnight camping/tramping •	
expeditions
A wide ran•	 ge of adventure 
tourism activities in Wanaka

Location and access
The lodge is not accessible by road or 
car. Access by car is from Wanaka via 
the Matukituki Valley Road (Approx 1 
hour) to Cameron Flat. A river crossing 
of the West Matukituki, followed by 
a short tramp up the river flats (15 
mins) gives access to the lodge. A 
footbridge is available nearby for 
access in times of high river flow. 
Tractor and trailer support is usually 
available to transport equipment 
and supplies from Cameron Flat.

Communication
The national park has no telephone, 
cellphone coverage, email, internet 
or TV services. To maintain vital 
contact we use a sophisticated 
radio-telephone system connected 
to technology supplied by the 
Canterbury Mountain Radio Service. 
We have emergency contact 24 hrs a 
day, and can connect to any NZ land 
or mobile number if needs be.

Risk management and safety
The remote location and truly 
alpine setting of the lodge present 
unique safety and risk management 
considerations. However, our staff 
have over thirty years experience 
running programmes at the centre 
which are safe and enjoyable. We 
are proud of our safety record, and 
give you our 100% commitment 
to helping users of the lodge 
enjoy a safely managed wilderness 
adventure.  To help in this role, we 
have a hut warden system available 
to advise or assist you.

Mt Aspiring Outdoor Education Centre East Matukituki 
Valley, Wanaka

Accommodation:
Situated in the foothills of 
Mt Hutt, the lodge is sur-
rounded by beautiful forests 
and lush farmland, and is 
only 10 km away from the 
Mt Hutt tollgate and 15 km 
from Methven.
With its wide variety of on 
site activities, with nature 
trails leading from the front 
doorstep, Mt Hutt Retreat is 
perfect for school groups, 
church retreats, sports 
groups (skiers, trampers, 
climbers etc) and social 
groups. 

Facilities available:
The lodge consists of a 
dining area and main hall 
for games and gatherings, 
complete with a stage 
and open fireplace and 

equipped with electric and 
gas heating so you stay 
nice and toasty warm.
There are full kitchen facili-
ties, cutlery and crockery, 
a cool store, washing and 
drying rooms and two dor-
mitory
wings with double and trip-
ple bunk rooms and family 
rooms.  Total capacity is for 
100 people. There is a dis-
able toilet with ramp
access. The front of the 
lodge has a spacious deck 
with views overlooking the
Canterbury Plains. A large 
spa pool has been built into 
the decking and a sauna is 
also available.

On Site Activities:
Waterslide, mountain 
bikes, roller hockey, spa 

and sauna, walking tracks, 
argo rides, 150m flying fox, 
challenge course, 10m ab-
seiling, paintball, archery, 
crazy water slide, sports in-
cluding volleyball, basket-
ball, tennis, and rugby.

Offsite Activities:
Kayaking, Giant Swing, 
Leap of faith, Mt Hutt 
Skiing, rafting, abseil-
ing, nature trails, and 
so much more...Come 
talk to us and we will ar-
range the adventure op-
tions for your needs.

Discover why more and more groups are choosing Mt Hutt Retreat as there camp of choice!

Your next destination!
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